
592 ADMINISTRATION 

until after the expiration of 3 years. After 5 years' residence 
to date from the acceptance of the application, the soldier may, 
provided he has 20 acres cleared—10 acres in addition to what is done 
by the Crown—and a house 16 feet x 20 feet erected, secure a patent 
from the Crown.1 

In British Columbia there are large areas of free grant lands. 
Any British subject being the head of a family, a widow, a femme 
sole who is over 18 years of age and self-supporting, a woman 
deserted by her husband, a woman whose husband has not contri­
buted to her support for 2 years, a bachelor over 18 years, 
or any alien on his making a declaration of his intention to become a 
British subject, may pre-empt free 160 acres of the unoccupied and 
unreserved Crown lands, not being an Indian settlement. The fees 
payable include $2 for recording, $2 for certificate of improvement 
and $10 for the Crown grant. Of the total area of the province 
206,796,495 acres are at the disposal of the Crown through the Prov­
incial Government. Of this area 190,826,624 acres are unsurveyed 
and unencumbered Crown lands, 13,378,004 acres are reserved for 
various purposes and 2,397,978 acres have been surveyed for pre­
emption by settlers. 

By the Soldiers' Land Act of 1918, provision is made for free 
grants of land to returned soldiers, free from taxation for five years 
and subject only to reasonable residence and improvement duties. 
This Act provides also for the conveyance to the Dominion Govern­
ment free of cost, but subject to reasonable residence and improve­
ments, of suitable lands for the settlement thereon of British Columbia 
soldiers by the Soldier Settlement Board appointed by the Dominion 
Government. The Lands Department has already thrown open 
one block of land for settlement by returned soldiers only, and is 
examining as rapidly as possible other areas in various sections of the 
province to determine their suitability for the same purpose. 
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1 Further particulars may be obtained on application to the Minister of Lands and 
orests, Parliament Buildings, Toronto, Ont. 


